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and he was appointed to Berwick, which had
been won by the English from the Scots. It was
an appropriate charge for Knox. Many of the
people were Scotch, and Knox felt at home
among them ; Berwick was even more licentious
than most garrison towns, and Knox was never
happier or more successful than when faced with
a highly unruly flock. He brought order into
Berwick. Crimes of violence were reduced in
number, the moral standard was raised, and
Knox was quickly surrounded by a large and
enthusiastic congregation which gladly submitted
to his iron rule.
He is often thought of as tall, an impression
probably due to his long beard, and as having
a loud and booming voice. Actually, however,
he was slightly less than medium height, and his
voice was never strong. But he could magnetise
any audience, and few could listen unmoved to
the flood of prophecies and denunciations which
poured from his lips. He had the gift of words,
and he knew human nature. He possessed a
native shrewdness and an aptitude for twisting
biblical prophecies and allusions to suit his pur-
pose. To him religion was not a part of life, it
was the whole of life.    To his audiences he made
t
God real - nearly always terribly real.
Knox was now forty-five. He had never, so
far as we know, considered marriage in the five
years since he had left'the Church of Rome, but